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Mission 

- Joint Powers Authority comprised of the 18 western cities 
and Riverside County 

- Permittees also include Caltrans and RCTC 

- - MSHCP protects 146 native species 

- Preserves half a million acres of habitat for those species 

- Allows transportation and development infrastructure, 
necessary for a healthy economy, to move ahead without 
ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǊŜƎƛƻƴΩǎ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜ 

  



History - Riverside County Integrated Project 

Å Initiated by the Riverside County Board of Supervisors 

ÅRecognition that land use and infrastructure decisions 
were driven by environmental issues, especially 
endangered and threatened species rules 

ÅAddresses environmental issues as a component of 
land use and infrastructure planning 

ÅThree part integrated program the Riverside County 
Integrated Project (RCIP) 

ÅTransportation 

ÅLand Use (General Plan) 

ÅHabitat Conservation (MSHCP) 

 

 



Multiple Species Habitat  
Conservation Plan 

Å Linchpin to the Riverside County Integrated Plan 

Å Adopted in June 2003 

Å Federal and State Permits issued in June 2004; 75 year plan  

Å Supported by County of Riverside and all 14 (now 18) western 
Riverside County Cities 

Å Partners include:  Flood Control District, RCTC, Waste 
Management, Park and Open-Space District, Caltrans, State Parks 



Why a Habitat Conservation Plan 
(HCP/NCCP)? 

 
ÅNeeded infrastructure is able to be built 
ÅDevelopment is not fragmented 
ÅOpen space is not fragmented 
ÅThe most effective way to deal with thousands of parcels  
ÅHabitat is not slowly strangled by cumulative edge effects 
ÅProvides buy-in from diverse stakeholders 
ÅCertainty in transportation, infrastructure and 

development 
ÅCertainty in preservation 
 

 



 

 
 

 

ÅSeeks conservation of 500,000 acres 
Á347,000 acres already conserved (PQP) 
Á153,000 acres of Additional Reserve Lands (ARL) ς acquired from 

private property owners 
 

ÅCovers άǘŀƪŜέ ƻŦ мпс Ǉƭŀƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ 
 

ÅCriteria Based ς no hard line maps 
ÁCriteria Area is 300,000 acres ς 153,000 acres of ARL is carved out of 

the Criteria Area 
ÁConservation is described ς as opposed to mapped -  to allow 

flexibility 
 

The Basics 





 

 
 

 

Objectives 

Å Addresses cumulative impacts to biological resources to 
expedite infrastructure to serve growing region 

 
Å Protects biological resources 
 
Å Provides advanced mitigation for 
 infrastructure projects within the plan 
 
Å Provides flexibility in Reserve Assembly ς thousands of 

parcels are affected 
 
Å Provides local control of permitting process ς Federal and 
{ǘŀǘŜ ǇŜǊƳƛǘǎ ƎǊŀƴǘ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ǘƻ άǘŀƪŜέ ǎǇŜŎƛŜǎ 



What the MSHCP Provides  

ÅAllows all covered public infrastructure projects to proceed 
inside the Criteria Area 

ÅAllows all public and private projects outside the Criteria Area 
to proceed without delays associated with listed species  

ÅCompliance with the Plan provides all species related 
mitigation for project State CEQA documents 

ÅAllows all single-family home construction with no Plan 
compliance (one lot, one house) 

ÅAllows hiking, horseback riding and other recreation on 
designated trails and designated areas 

 



ÅProvides coverage for all existing roads, highways and freeways 
to ultimate build-out (Four categories) 

ïFreeways (I-10, I-15, I-215, SR-60 and SR-91) 

ïGeneral Plan Circulation Element Roads 

ïSR-79 North Corridor 

ïCETAP Corridors 

ÅNew facilities are Covered if identified in the Plan 

ÅMaintenance activities are listed and Covered under the Plan 

ÅStreamlines Section 7 Consultation and Mitigation Requirements 

ÅRCTC Mitigation:  $121 million 

ÅCaltrans Mitigation:  3,000 acres ($32 million STIP/RIP and $9.6 
million endowment) 

 

Transportation Coverage 


